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FREDDIE O’CONNELL 

MAYOR 
NASHVILLE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

AND MULTIMODAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

 

 

MEMORANDUM  

 

TO:  Metropolitan Traffic and Parking Commission 

  

FROM:  J. Andrew Smith, Engineer 2 

Nashville Department of Transportation 

 

DATE:   October 13, 2025 

 

SUBJECT: October 20, 2025, Traffic and Parking Commission Agenda Analysis 

 

PURPOSE:  

 

Provide an overview of all items on the upcoming Metropolitan Traffic and Parking Commission agenda 

to ensure that commission members have the information necessary for discussion and action prior to the 

commission meeting. 

 

Commissioners are encouraged to contact Nashville Department of Transportation (NDOT) staff prior to 

the meeting with any questions. 

 
STAFF ANALYSIS: 

 

Consent Agenda 

 

Recommendation: Approval of new Residential Permit Parking for 10 th Ave N and 11th Ave N 

between Coffee St and Buchanan St, effective 7PM—7AM/7 days. 

 

Analysis: Residential Permit Parking on 10th Ave N and 11th Ave N is requested sans petition for 

approval by the Commission due to quality-of-life issues for the residents due to active nightlife 

from nearby nighttime businesses. 

 

5.1 CD 21 Authorization for new Residential Permit Parking on 10th Ave N and 11th Ave N between Coffee St and 
Buchanan St, effective 7PM—7AM / 7 days, requested by CM Taylor. 
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Regular Agenda 

 

 

Recommendation: Approval of NDOT Access Management Manual and favorable 

recommendation of draft Metro Council ordinance to implement the Access Management 

Manual. 

 

Analysis: Please refer to the PowerPoint presentation at the end of this staff report. The Access 

Management Manual is provided as a pdf separately from this report. 

 

  

6.1 Consideration of draft Metro Council Bill regarding the proposed NDOT Access Management Manual, requested by 
NDOT. 
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Recommendation: NDOT recommends against approving the text of BL2025-956 but does recommend 
in favor of the language in the proposed substitute ordinance. 
 
Analysis: Metro Charter Section 11.905 gives the Traffic & Parking Commission the authority to review 

proposed ordinances. 

Where a proposed ordinance affects traffic control or the use of streets by traffic and is not 

accompanied at introduction by a favorable recommendation of the traffic and parking 

commission, a copy thereof shall be promptly delivered by the metropolitan clerk to the 

commission and the same shall not be passed on second reading until the recommendation 

of said commission with respect to the proposal has been received, or thirty (30) days have 

elapsed without such recommendation. No ordinance which affects traffic control or the use 

of streets by traffic and which has been disapproved by the commission shall be finally 

passed or become effective unless it shall have been adopted by a two-thirds (⅔) majority 

of the whole membership of the metropolitan council and also then be approved by the 

metropolitan mayor with a three-fourths majority of the whole membership of the 

metropolitan council required to override a veto. 

BL2025-956, an ordinance to amend Chapter 12.40 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws regarding 

restrictions for street and alley parking, was referred to the T&P Commission by the Metropolitan Clerk’s 

office on September 2, 2025, and is set for consideration by Metro Council at the October 21 meeting. 

The purpose of the ordinance is to establish parking restrictions for various truck vehicles with specific 

gross vehicle weight ratings. NDOT recognizes that enforcement of these changes would be very difficult 

because enforcement officers would be unable to distinguish with certainty the GVWR of various vehicles 

parked on public streets for the purposes of traffic and parking enforcement. 

NDOT is working on language for a substitute ordinance which can be timely filed by October 17 for 

consideration at the October 21 Council meeting. The text of the substitute ordinance will be provided 

separately prior to the October meeting. 

  

6.2 Consideration of Metro Council Bill BL2025-956, and proposed substitute ordinance, requested by NDOT and the 
Metro Clerk’s office. 
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Recommendation: This is a presentation only. There is no vote on this item. 
 
Analysis: N/A. 

 

 

  

6.3 Smart Parking overview, requested by T&P Commission. 
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Recommendation: Approval of new pay parking spaces on Music Circle E between Division St and the 
terminus of Music Circle E. 
 
Analysis: NDOT proposes to expand the inventory of public pay parking spaces in the Music Row area to 

include this end of Music Circle E. The terminus of this road was recently resurfaced and restriped to 

better meet the parking needs of the community in the past year or year and a half. 

 

  

6.4 CD 17: Approval of new pay parking spaces on Music Circle E, for approximately 30 spaces, requested by NDOT. 
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Unfinished Business 

 

Recommendation: Approval of new Music Row pay parking spaces as described.  

Analysis: This request was deferred from the last meeting. NDOT requests approval to expand the 

inventory of on-street pay parking spaces in the Music Row neighborhood. Existing land use is 

primarily a mixture of commercial, retail, and multifamily residential. Many of these spaces 

proposed for pay parking are an extension of existing pay parking within this neighborhood.  

 

7.1 CD17: Approval of new pay parking spaces in Music Row, requested by NDOT— 
7.1.1 Chet Atkins Pl from Music Sq E to 19th Ave S, for approximately 37 spaces; 
7.1.2 18th Ave S from Chet Atkins Pl to Grand Ave, for approximately 15 spaces; 
7.1.3 Music Sq W from Chet Atkins Pl to Grand Ave, for approximately 14 spaces; 
7.1.4 Music Circle N from Music Sq E to Music Circle E, for approximately 30 spaces; 
7.1.5 Music Circle S from Music Sq E to Music Circle E, for approximately 20 spaces; 
7.1.6 Music Circle E from Music Circle S to Division St, for approximately 37 spaces; and 
7.1.7     Roy Acuff Pl from Music Sq E to 18th Ave S, for approximately 56 spaces. 
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South view of proposed expansion of pay parking on Music Sq W at Chet Atkins. 
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Nashville Access Management Manual 
Project Update

October 20th, 2025

Traffic & Parking Commission Presentation
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ORDINANCE NO. BL2025-_____ 
 
An ordinance amending certain access management sections of Chapters 
13.12 and 17.20 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws to implement the Access 
Management Manual, which compiles regulations and guidelines for 
access from private property to the public right of way in order to modernize 
the development review process and make streets safer for all modes of 
transportation.    

 
         in an effort to i  le ent and ac ie e t e Metro olitan  o ern ent’s trans ortation 
goals, the Nashville Department of Transportation and Multimodal Infrastructure (NDOT) has 
been working with stakeholders including the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT), 
Urban Land Institute, Tennessee Section Institute of Traffic Engineers (TSITE), National 
Association for Industrial and Office Parks (NAIOP), WeGo and other Metro departments, to 
modernize the development review process; and, 
 
WHEREAS, as part of this modernization of the development review process, NDOT has created 
t e  ccess Mana e ent Man al  “Man al”    el   lan for ne  de elo  ent t ro   o t t e 
county through the implementation of access management requirements, guidelines, and 
standards that reduce conflict points, improve public safety, and support the buildout of an efficient 
transportation network; and,  
  
WHEREAS, as set forth in the Manual attached hereto, NDOT has leveraged up-to-date industry 
research, peer city best practices, and technical standards from leading professional 
organizations to devise the regulations and guidelines set forth therein; and, 
 
         t e Man al is also consistent  it  Metro  as  ille  rans ortation  lan  “C oose 
 o   o  Mo e”    alkn ike  as  ille   ision  ero   ccess        as  ille  e t  Connect 
 o nto n  Metro  as  ille’s Co   nit   lans  and ot er trans ortation anal ses adopted by 
NDOT and other Metro Departments; and, 
 
WHEREAS, NDOT wishes to amend certain sections of Chapters 13.12 and 17.20 of the Metro 
Code to update the development review process and implement the Manual; and,  
 
               is es to codif  t e       irector’s a t orit  to iss e access re  lations in 
the form of the Manual; and 
  
WHEREAS, during a meeting held on, INSERT DATE 2025, the Traffic and Parking Commission 
voted to recommend this ordinance to the Metropolitan Council for approval; and, 
  
WHEREAS, modernizing the development review process to create a safer transportation 
network is in the best interest of the Metropolitan Government.   
 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE METROPOLITAN 
GOVERNMENT OF NASHVILLE AND DAVIDSON COUNTY: 

Section 1. That Section 13.12.010 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws section0 is hereby amended 
by deleting it in its entirety and replacing it with the following:  
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13.12.010 – Driveway and access defined.  

  

  e ter  "dri e a " or “access” as  sed in t is c a ter   eans an  
portion of the normal sidewalk area, including grass plot, curb, 
gutter and sidewalks, of the streets, roadways and alleys of the 
metropolitan government intended for use by vehicles as a means 
of ingress and egress between the public right-of-way and abutting 
property.  

  

Section 2. That Section 13.12.20 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby amended by 
deleting it in its entirety and replacing it with the following:  

  

13.12.020 – Director Authority to promulgate Access Management Manual and Manual 
defined. 

  

a. The Director of the Department of Transportation and 

Multimodal Infrastructure (NDOT), with the approval of the 

mayor, is authorized to make reasonable and proper rules, 

regulations, and technical guidelines as may be necessary to 

establish driveway and access requirements between abutting 

property and the public right of way.   All rules, regulations, and 

guidelines to such shall be posted on the NDOT website and 

filed with the metropolitan clerk. Amendments to the Access 

Management Manual shall be published on the metropolitan 

 o ern ent’s  e site at least    da s  efore an a end ent 

goes into effect.  

 
b. The NDOT Access Management Manual sets forth the 

Metro olitan  o ern ent’s  olic  for all dri e a  re  ire ents 

for new and infill land development. The Manual will also detail 

best practices for access design. Access constructed on public 

roadways in Nashville Davidson County shall comply with the 

requirements and standards set forth within the NDOT Access 

Management Manual regulations.  

    

Section 3. That Section 13.12.030 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby amended by 
deleting it in its entirety and replacing it with the following: 

 

13.12.030 – Waiver of Access Management Requirements.   
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  re  est to  ai e or de iate fro      ’s  ccess Mana e ent 
Man al’s re  ire ents s all  e  ade    a  ro ert  o ner or t eir 
representative in writing to NDOT using the process described in 
the access waiver form section of the Manual. The request for a 
waiver must be submitted to and approved by     ’s c ief 
engineer, or his/her designee, prior to any official site plan 
submittals to the Metropolitan Planning Department or for a Building 
Permit Application.  A property owner who can demonstrate through 
t e access  ai er for  t at a de elo  ent’s site access  oint  ill 
not have a significant impact on the transportation system, 
decrease the safety of any road user, and must deviate from the 
requirements in the Access Management Manual to have 
reasonable site access may be granted a waiver from the Access 
Mana e ent Man al’s re  ire ents. 

   

Section 4. That Section 13.12.040 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby amended by 
deleting it in its entirety and replacing it with the following: 

 

13.12.040 – Applications—Appeals. 

  

A. All appeals of NDOT denials of driveway applications and 
requests for access management waivers shall be made in writing 
to the traffic and parking commission. 

  

B. Appeals of driveway application and request for access 
management wavier denials may be made only after a driveway 
application or request for access management waiver has been 
denied by NDOT. 

  

C. Once such an appeal is made to the traffic and parking 
commission, staff to the traffic and parking commission shall place 
the appeal on the agenda of the next regular meeting of the 
commission.   

 

Section 5. That Section 13.12.050 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby deleted in its 
entirety. 

   

Section 6. That Section 13.12.060 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby deleted in its 
entirety. 
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Section  7. That Section 13.12.070 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby deleted in its 
entirety. 

   

Section 8. That Section 13.12.080 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby deleted in its 
entirety. 

   

Section 9. That Section 13.12.090 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby deleted in its 
entirety. 

 

Section 10. That Section 13.12.100 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby deleted in its 
entirety. 

   

Section 11. That Section 13.12.110 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby deleted in its 
entirety.  

  

Section 12. That Section 13.12.120 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby deleted in its 
entirety. 

   

Section 13. That Section 13.12.130 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby deleted in its 
entirety. 

  

Section 14. That Section 13.12.140 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby deleted in its 
entirety. 

  

Section 15. That Section 13.12.150 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby deleted in its 
entirety. 

  

Section 16. That Section 13.12.160 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby deleted in its 
entirety. 

 

Section 17.  That Section 13.12.170 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby deleted in its 
entirety. 

  

Section 18. That Section 13.12.180 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby deleted in its 
entirety. 
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Section 19. That Section 13.12.190 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby deleted in its 
entirety. 

 

Section 20. That Section 13.12.200 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby deleted in its 
entirety. 

 

Section 21. That Section 17.20.130 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby amended by 
adding a new subsection (F) as follows: 

  

F. Lot requirements for off-street loading docks.  

1. Maneuvering area shall be provided entirely on private 
property for all vehicles using loading docks or doors.  

2. The loading dock or door shall be set back far enough from 
the right-of-way so that no portion of the right-of-way is occupied by 
trucks or other vehicles while loading or unloading.  

3. The minimum setback for a loading dock or door shall be 
forty-five feet from the right-of-way. Where tractor-trailer units will 
be using the facility, the minimum setback shall be sixty-five feet.  

4. For any proposed parking pattern which provides for parking 
headed into the side property lines at any angle other than ninety 
degrees, driveways will be approved, subject to all other conditions 
of this chapter, only if proper one-way operation of the parking area 
is provided.  

 

Section 22. That Section 17.20.150 of the Metropolitan Code of Laws is hereby amended by 
deleting it in its entirety and replacing it with the following: 

  

17.20.150 – Access Management Manual defined. 

  

The Nashville Department of Transportation and Multimodal 
Infrastructure (NDOT) Access Management Manual sets forth the 
Metro olitan  o ern ent’s  olic  for all dri e a  re  ire ents for 
new and infill land development. The Manual will also detail best 
practices for access design. Access constructed on public 
roadways in Nashville Davidson County shall comply with the 
requirements and standards set forth within the NDOT Access 
Management Manual. See Metropolitan Code of Laws Section 
13.12 for additional details. 
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Section 23. That Metropolitan Code of Laws Section 17.20.160 is hereby deleted in its entirety. 

   

Section 24. That Metropolitan Code of Laws Section 17.20.170 is hereby deleted in its entirety. 

  

Section 25. That Metropolitan Code of Laws Section 17.20.180 is hereby deleted in its entirety. 

  

Section 26: That Metropolitan Code of Laws Section 17.20.190 is hereby deleted in its entirety. 

  

 

Section   27:  The Metropolitan Clerk is directed to publish a notice announcing such change in 
a newspaper of general circulation within five days following final passage. 

  

Section 28: This Ordinance shall take effect upon publication of above said notice announcing 
such change in a newspaper of general circulation, the welfare of The Metropolitan Government 
of Nashville and Davidson County requiring it. 

  

  

  

RECOMMENDED BY:      INTRODUCED BY: 
  
 
___________________________     _________________________ 
       
Diana W. Alarcon, Director 
Nashville Department of Transportation   _________________________ 
and Multimodal Infrastructure           
  
        _________________________  
APPROVED AS TO FORM  
AND LEGALITY:  
  
___________________________  
Assistant Metropolitan Attorney 
 
 
 


